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Forward 
 
In order to plan for the future, you must have knowledge of the past.  Now that Butch 
Mallam, Linda Cummins, A. J. Martin and I are no longer actively involved with the Town 
of Copper Canyon Board of Aldermen, Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails Association or the 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, I feel the knowledge of the past could be lost.  In the March 
2000 issue of the Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails Association Newsletter, president Alanna 
Sommer wrote “CTETA has over one hundred members and we thought it might be nice if 
the members got to know each other just a little better.”  So she asked each member to fill out 
the questionnaire which was enclosed in the newsletter.  In order to answer her questions, I 
decided to write this personal history.  
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Introduction 
 
I have wanted a horse ever since I was born.  My plan was to go to college so I could get a 
good job so I could earn enough money to buy a horse.  In 1963, when I was a sophomore in 
high school, there were very few career choices for women.  You could be a wife and 
mother, a teacher, a nurse, a secretary or a bookkeeper.  I took a Kuder Interest Test to help 
with my decision.  I tested highest in outdoor which meant I would make a good forest 
ranger.  
 
My mother was outraged.  She called the school.  She told them she was raising a girl and 
that forest ranger was not a suitable career for a woman.  My next highest test score was in 
computational which meant I would be a good bookkeeper.  My mother thought that was a 
suitable career.  So in 1965, I enrolled in the Associate in Science in Accounting Degree 
Program at West Virginia Institute of Technology. 
 
My grades were very good, so after I received my Associate Degree, I was able to enroll in 
the Bachelor of Science in Accounting Program at the University of Kentucky.  I graduated 
at the head of my class on May 12, 1969.    
 
The Civil Rights Act had been passed in 1968, so all the national accounting firms were 
interested in hiring young women with high grades.  I went to work for the “big eight” 
accounting firm, Lybrand, Ross Brothers and Montgomery, in their Dallas, Texas office.  I 
passed the CPA Exam the first time I sat for it in the fall of 1969.  I became a Certified 
Public Accountant on June 20, 1971. 
  
The job at Lybrand, Ross Brothers and Montgomery did not last long.  The “big eight” 
accounting firms only wanted accountants who were willing to lay down their lives for the 
firm, and I had my own agenda.  In the years which followed, I would often think that the 
only purpose of my accounting career was to provide me with the money to pay living 
expenses so I could pursue my real career of forest ranger.  
 
After I passed the CPA Exam, I searched for an instructor to give me English riding lessons.  
I had taken English riding instruction when I was eight years old and had loved it.  I found 
Jim Ezell, who taught riding at a stable owned by Dave and Nana Edwards called Edwards’ 
Acres in Carrollton, Texas.  I began taking lessons, and when I felt comfortable with my 
riding, I purchased my first horse in the summer of 1970.  She was a brown Appaloosa mare 
with white spots on her rump who I named April Showers.   
 
Jimmy, Dave and Nana were involved with the Hickory Creek Hunt.  Jimmy invited me to go 
foxhunting with him and some of his other students in the fall of 1970.  During the hunt, we 
rode into a several-hundred-acre pasture on the north side of Hickory Creek which the U. S. 
Army Corps of Engineers had leased to Bryan Bishop for cattle grazing.  This was the first 
time I saw the Hickory Creek area of Lewisville Lake.  I was so impressed by it that I wanted 
to leave the hunt and gallop April across it.  Of course this was not proper fox hunting 
manners, so I did not do it.  But I had fallen in love with this land and would return to it 
many times in the years that followed. 
 
In 1972 development claimed Edwards’ Acres and Dave and Nana Edwards moved their 
horse operation first to Grapevine, Texas and then to Southlake, Texas.  April and I went 
with them.  While in Southlake, I rode on what is now the Walnut Grove Trails.  In 1974, 
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Dave and Nana suffered financial problems and got out of the horse business.  I moved April 
to the Beaver’s stable in Plano, Texas.  While there, I rode April in cotton fields which are 
now the home of J. C. Penney’s Corporate Headquarters. 
 
In 1973, I purchased a piece of raw land south of Hickory Creek in the newly-incorporated 
Town of Copper Canyon.  Bryan Bishop and his wife helped me fence it by digging the post 
holes for fifty cents each with their tractor and providing me with some much-needed advice.  
A friend, Mary Phelps, had built a small barn for her horses and I felt that if Mary could do it 
so could I.  Using her barn as a model, I built a twelve foot by twenty-four foot shed with a 
feed room for April.  Building the house was more difficult. 
 
Because my great uncle, Chauncey Tyler, had been the building inspector in Darien, 
Connecticut where I was raised, I knew that before you built a house you needed to visit 
town hall to find out about zoning and building codes and to purchase a building permit.  The 
newly-formed Town of Copper Canyon did not have a town hall.  They did have a Board of 
Aldermen.  I found out where one of them, Brewer Newton, lived.  I visited him at his home 
and told him what I wanted.  He told me I needed to attend a meeting of the Board of 
Aldermen. 
 
The meeting was held in a house Tom Murray was building.  Present at the meeting were 
Tom, Brewer, Bob Allen, Don Colby, Bob Shackelford, and Mayor Bob Woodin.  The 
conference table was a sheet of plywood and some sawhorses.  Mayor Woodin read his book 
on parliamentary procedure and attempted to conduct the meeting.  Two of the Aldermen 
would frequently get up from the table and go into another room.  They eventually brought 
the bottle into the meeting room and put it on the table.  When my house construction plans 
became the subject of the meeting, the Aldermen confessed that the town had no zoning and 
no building codes.  But they were happy I was planning to build a house instead of moving in 
a mobile home. 
 
I found a builder and had blueprints prepared.   But when I applied for financing, no bank 
would lend me the money.  Someone suggested that I try Jim Walter Homes.  Jim Walter 
Homes was willing to build a house to 90% completion and to provide financing on what 
they built.  
 
The plans for my house included an office.  Because the construction company I was 
working for as corporate controller had filed for bankruptcy protection under Chapter 11, I 
had decided to start an accounting practice in my home. 
 
I requested a building permit from the Board of Aldermen.  I received a xerox copy of a City 
of Garland building permit with the words “City of Garland” crossed out and “Town of 
Copper Canyon” hand-written above them. 
 
I signed a contract with Jim Walter Homes and they started building my house.  I then went 
to the Board of Aldermen and requested a building inspector.  They got one of my neighbors, 
who was a plumber, to volunteer to inspect the plumbing.  Bion Smith volunteered to inspect 
the electrical wiring. 
 
My brother, Edward, then came from Connecticut to Texas to help me complete the interior 
of the house.  I used my credit cards to pay for the materials. 
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In the summer of 1975, April and I moved to Copper Canyon and I established an accounting 
practice in my home. 
 
 

The Trailblazers 
 
In 1973, when I purchased my property in the Town of Copper Canyon, the U. S. Army 
Corps of Engineers had the Hickory Creek and the Poindexter Creek areas of Lewisville 
Lake leased for cattle grazing.  About the time I moved to Copper Canyon, Texas, the Corps 
decided to stop leasing this land for cattle grazing and it became available for public use. 
 
The people who started using this area were hunters, fishermen and horse riders.  The 
equestrian trails were created in a variety of ways.  The cattle had made trails.  The hunters 
and fishermen broke down the old cattle fences and drove their pickup trucks on the Corps 
property.  Their tire tracks became trail.  Utility companies had been granted easements by 
the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers for electric power lines, petroleum pipelines, water lines 
and sewer lines.  The land cleared for the utility lines and for the utility line service roads 
became trail.  The Corps leased their land west of the Old Alton Bridge for hay production.  
Horsemen rode in and crossed these mowed fields.  Property owners were allowed to clear a 
few feet of Corps property adjacent to their property, and these cleared areas became trail.  
There was a land developer, who cleared not only the land adjacent to his property, but also 
used his bulldozer to create trails on other Corps property.  The Corps of Engineers built 
some patrol trails.  And the Hickory Creek Hunt, Annice Burkhaulter, Kenneth Carlton, Joan 
and James Clark, Rosalie Costello, Janice Douglas, Herberta Emery, Roselle and Dick 
Eranger, Sue and Carroll Hays, Jerry Hicks, Burl Josey, Yvonne and Joe Johnson, Tommy 
Jane Nowlin, Linda and Brewer Newton, Debbie Plough, Claudia Shipley, Janet and John 
Sisler, Val Stateson, Janice Warder, Ginney Watts, Sandra York and I blazed trail on 
horseback. 
 
One of my favorite things to do was to explore the Corps land.  I would ride out looking for 
cattle trails, tire tracks, utility easements, open fields, creek crossing and large spaces 
between the trees.  When I found new riding areas, I would show them to the other riders.  As 
they followed me on the Corps land, they would frequently ask “June, are you sure you know 
where you’re going”?  Sometimes we would mark trail with surveyor’s tape so other riders 
could find it.  And soon a few hoof prints became well traveled equestrian trail. 
 
These were the “good old days” as Sue Hays would later call them.  You could ride your 
horse all day and never cover the same ground.  You could enter the U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers property south of Poindexter Creek off Chinn Chapel Road in the Town of Copper 
Canyon.  You could then ride northeast along Poindexter Creek on cattle trails and trails 
blazed by horsemen to Pilot Knoll Park.  You could then ride southeast beside the park road 
to the picnic area.  Or you could cross the park road and ride east on tire tracks next to the 
Corps property line to the lakeshore.  This trail, which we later named the Chute, provided us 
with our only safe access to the trails in the Hickory Creek area.   
 
From the lakeshore you could ride northwest along Hickory Creek on trails blazed by 
horsemen, tire tracks, trails created by the developer’s bulldozer and an electric power line 
easement to Old Alton Bridge.  If you crossed the road before you came to the bridge, you 
could ride northwest across fields, on tire tracks, across Loving Creek and Hickory Creek, on 
utility easements and under the railroad tracks to Hickory Creek Road in Denton, Texas.  If 
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you crossed Old Alton Bridge, you could ride east on tire tracks, trails blazed by the Hickory 
Creek Hunt and a petroleum pipeline easement to Corinth, Texas, then the home of the 
Hickory Creek Hunt. 
 
The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers land along Hickory Creek and Poindexter Creek would 
frequently flood.  After the flood waters receded, we would have to re-blaze the trails.  One 
flood brought with it large amounts of fertilizer from farmland north of Denton.  When we 
could again access the Corps land, we found large patches of twenty-foot tall ragweed which 
we had to break through and down with our horses in order to reclaim the trails.  Charles 
Fletcher, Master of Foxhounds of the Hickory Creek Hunt, would use his tractor to mow the 
trails east of Old Alton Bridge and north of Hickory Creek.   
 
 

The Odd Couple 
 
In 1976, I returned home one evening after a thunderstorm and found my horse, April, dead.  
The autopsy, which was performed the next morning, indicated that she had died of a 
ruptured diaphragm.  I buried her in my pasture. 
 
I purchased a registered thoroughbred mare named Rum Yum.  Molly, as I called her, and I 
never got along as horse and rider.  So I bred her.  I named her daughter Dash of Rum.  
Before she was weaned, Dash injured her neck.  She eventually had to be destroyed.  I sold 
Molly soon afterward. 
 
On September 23, 1979, I purchased a five-year old registered quarter horse gelding named 
Ray’s Croton.  I called this chestnut horse Raymond.  On July 8, 1982, I purchased a six-year 
old registered quarter horse gelding named Nipper Bar Neva.  This bay horse was called 
Billie. 
 
Billie and Raymond became my trail horses.  Raymond had been a winning race horse.  
Billie had been a losing barrel horse.  Raymond did not do well when ridden with other 
horses and riders.  Billie could be ridden with other horses.  Raymond had a long stride and 
liked to get places quickly.  Billie had a short stride and was never in a hurry to get 
anywhere.  Raymond was bold.  Billie was timid.  Raymond was calm.  Billie was excitable.  
Raymond would willingly break through the tall ragweed.  Billie felt the horse eating 
monster lived in the tall weeds.  But Raymond was also a bronco.  Raymond bucked with me 
so many times, that when he developed spavin, the bad news was that the horse had arthritis 
in his hocks and the good news was that he would never buck me off again.  Who I rode 
depended on what I wanted to do and what I was willing to put up with. 
 
 

The Horse Soldiers 
 
In addition to bringing people onto the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers land, the pickup 
trucks also brought trash.  You could build and furnish a whole subdivision of houses with 
what was dumped on the Corps property.  There were also lots of tires and vehicle parts 
dumped.  The complete kitchen on the trail next to the lakeshore and the washing machine on 
the trail next to Poindexter Creek annoyed me the most.  
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Homeless people began living in Pilot Knoll Park.  A motorcycle gang began riding their 
motorcycles on the trails and conjugating in the picnic area.  Old Alton Bridge became 
infamous as a location for illegal drug sales.  And gun and rifle shooters used everything on 
the Corps property for target practice. 
 
The U. S. Army fought back.  In order to limit access, they began fencing their land with 
steel cable and H braces.  Roselle Eranger and I made friends with the men building the 
fences.  They were very sympathetic to the needs of the horse riders.  The steel H braces 
were three feet wide and the center brace stood less than two feet off the ground.  A horse 
could easily step through the center of the H brace.  So that we could continue to access the 
Corps land, the fence builders did not run the steel cable through the center of any of the H 
braces.  We rewarded them for their kindness with boxes of freshly baked cookies.   
 
In June 1983, Roselle Eranger was stopped by one of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 
rangers while she was riding her horse in Pilot Knoll Park and was told by the ranger that 
horses were not allowed in the park.  She scheduled a meeting with assistant reservoir 
manager A. J. Martin.  Roselle was from New York.  When I asked her about her meeting 
with Mr. Martin and she replied, in typical New York fashion, “that g__ d__ red-neck 
b______”, I immediately knew our lives were going to change.  According to Mr. Martin, 
horseback riding had always been prohibited in developed parks but the Corps was just 
beginning to enforce this regulation in Pilot Knoll Park.  The Corps also had plans to make 
Pilot Knoll Park a limited access park and to build camping sites in the area where we had 
the equestrian trail which provided us with our only safe access to the trails in the Hickory 
Creek area. 
 
Roselle had previous experience with governmental issues of this nature.  The New York 
suburban community where she was from did not originally have adequate facilities for stray 
or abandoned animals.  So, she went to the town council and demanded that they build one.  
She caused such a ruckus at the council meeting that she was taken to jail.  Her husband, 
Dick, had to bail her out.  But the resulting publicity so embarrassed the town council, that 
they decided to build a new animal shelter.  Roselle was willing to go to jail again.   
 
However, I felt we should explore other options first.  Because I was a Certified Public 
Accountant with a tax practice, I regularly dealt with the Internal Revenue Service which was 
the most feared government agency.  The Corps of Engineers was only the Army.  So, 
confident in our ability to achieve victory, we mounted our horses and rode out to engage in 
battle with the U. S. Army. 
 
We formed the Committee to Save Pilot Knoll Park for Horse Riding Recreation.  I was 
committee chairman and Janice Douglas, Roselle Eranger, Sue Hays, and Janice Warder 
were the other committee members.  The Committee then attended a meeting of the Board of 
Aldermen of the Town of Copper Canyon hoping to gain their help and support.  Mayor 
Hugh Melinger, Alderman Butch Mallam, Alderman Herberta Emery and the three other 
Aldermen agreed to support and help us.  Herberta told us of her meeting with the Corps.  
She had been no more successful with A. J. Martin than Roselle had been.  After the meeting, 
we did a number of things. 
 
Most of the horsemen who regularly used the trails in the Poindexter Creek and Hickory 
Creek areas were members of riding clubs.  We contacted these organizations in order to gain 
their support and help.  Some of the equestrian organizations which supported us were the 
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Dallas Dressage Club, the Hickory Creek Hunt, the Lewisville Saddle Club, the North Texas 
Combined Training Association, the North Texas Trail Riders Association and Saddlebags. 
 
Butch Mallam and I wrote a Petition which said: 
 

We, the undersigned, understand that the Corps of Engineers is planning to 
make Pilot Knoll Park a limited-access park.  Those of us in the area of Pilot 
Knoll Park and other interested parties who own horses enjoy having free 
access to Pilot Knoll Park and the surrounding government lands for horse 
riding recreation.  We would like you to include horses riding recreation in 
your plans for development of the government lands of the Pilot Knoll Park 
area by allowing us continued free access for horse riding in these areas. 

 
The Petition was circulated around town.  Janice Douglas and some of the other riders 
circulated it at some of the local horse shows and rodeos.  In one week, we had close to three 
hundred signatures on the Petition. 
 
I read U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Rules and Regulations Governing Public Use of Corps 
of Engineers Water Resources Development Projects.   Section 327.11(c) stated: 
 

No person shall bring or allow horses, cattle, or other livestock in camping, 
picnicking, swimming or other recreation areas except in areas designated by 
the District Engineer. 
 

Here was the answer.  All we needed to do was to get the District Engineer to designate Pilot 
Knoll Park for horseback riding.  But I needed a precedent.  Tommy Jane Nowlin told me 
that horseback riding was allowed in the parks on Benbrook Lake near Fort Worth, Texas 
and on many lakes in the state of Oklahoma.  Her comment was that “Texans need a better 
place to ride their horses than Oklahoma.”  So I visited Benbrook Lake and found the 
precedent. 
 
Roselle Eranger contacted The Lewisville News and the local cable television network. 
Our story appeared on the front page of the Sunday, June 19, 1983 addition of The Lewisville 
News and on the cable television network. 
 
Butch Mallam contacted Congressman Tom Vandergriff’s office and told his assistants about 
the Petition.  Butch telephoned me to tell me that the Congressman wanted to see the Petition 
and to please send his office a copy.  I contacted the Congressman’s office and requested that 
the Congressman meet with the District Engineer of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
request that Pilot Knoll Park be designated an area for horseback riding. 
 
After Lewisville Lake Reservoir Manager Gary McKean was contacted by The Lewisville 
News for an interview, I received a telephone call from the Congressman’s office informing 
me that the Congressman had met with Colonel Theodore Stroup, who was the District 
Engineer, and that the Colonel wanted Gary McKean to meet with me.  
 
Because neither Roselle nor Herberta had been successful in their negotiations with the 
Corps, they felt that a man should accompany me to the meeting with Gary McKean.  
Alderman Butch Mallam agreed to be “our man”.  He would hold that position for the next 
seventeen years. 
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At the meeting Gary McKean agreed to allow horseback riding on all the U. S. Army Corps 
of Engineers land in the Poindexter Creek and Hickory Creek area except for the picnic area 
and the new camping area in Pilot Knoll Park.  He agreed to let us have continued free use of 
the equestrian trail along the property line which had provided us with our only safe access to 
the trails in the Hickory Creek area.  We later named the narrow trail next to the camping 
area the Chute.  He agreed to put in a culvert south of the park road.  And he agreed to allow 
horse trailer parking and to construct a horse step over bar in the recently completed parking 
lot at the end of Bishop Road. 
 
Well, this is what happens when you pick on a group of poor defenseless women.  We were 
feeling pretty smug about our victory, when the Congressman’s assistant, Jackie Carpenter, 
told me that we were going to be constantly dealing with the Corps, so we better make 
friends with them.  I thought this was good advice.  So armed with a large box of freshly 
baked cookies, I headed to the Lewisville Lake Project Office to make friends with the 
Corps. 
 
 

It Takes A Village 
 
The large number of people that had to get involved in the fight to save the equestrian trails 
in Pilot Knoll Park made me realize that, if we were going to hold onto the trails long term, 
we would have to get more people interested in and using them.  So we began a public 
relations campaign to promote the trails. 
 
First we made “Trail” signs and nailed them to the trees.  When Gary McKean told me that 
the Boy Scouts marked trail by painting white dots on trees, we also marked the trails with 
white dots.  Because it was easy to find a path through the hay fields west of Old Alton 
Bridge, we only marked the trail east of the bridge.  I drew a map of the trails, made xerox 
copies of it, and distributed the copies to anyone who wanted a trail map.  After we finished 
marking the trails, I contacted the staff at The Lewisville News.  They put an article about the 
trails in the Friday, April 27, 1984 edition of the newspaper.     
 
Many members of our group thought riding was a social opportunity.  So they started taking 
members of the equestrian organizations which had supported us in our fight for horseback 
rides on the trails.  We used to joke that Roselle Eranger thought a group trail ride was the 
social event of the season.  Roselle not only enjoyed group rides on the Pilot Knoll 
Equestrian Trail, but would trailer her horse to other group rides at other locations.  She 
would meet riders who she would then invite to go riding with her on the Pilot Knoll 
Equestrian Trail.  One of the riders she met was Kathy Doran.  Kathy was also a very social 
person.  When someone moved to the area, Kathy was generally the first one to invite them 
to go riding.  One day she invited a woman to go trail riding with her, who had just moved to 
Flower Mound, Texas with her family from California, named Linda Cummins. 

 
 

Lakeshore Clean-Up 
 
In August 1984 a college student contacted me.  She was helping the U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers organize an annual clean-up of the lakeshore and she needed my help.  The 
purpose of the program was to teach children not to litter by having them pick up trash and 
then rewarding them for their efforts with lunch and prizes.  The area horsemen would use 
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the program as a means to remove all the trash from the Poindexter Creek and the Hickory 
Creek areas. 
 
On August 18, 1984, I met with volunteers and U. S. Army Corps of Engineers employees at 
Westlake Park on Lewisville Lake.  I recruited a troop of Boys Scouts and a Corps employee 
to help me remove trash from the area south of Hickory Creek.  We traveled in my pickup 
truck, a car and a large U. S. Army truck to the parking lot at the end of Bishop Road.  The 
scout master and the smaller children picked up trash in the area in and around the parking 
lot.  The Corps employee unlocked the gate in the parking lot and two older scouts, the Corps 
employee and I rode in my truck on the trail to the lakeshore and picked up the complete 
kitchen and other major trash.  When we returned to the parking lot, we transferred the trash 
from my truck to the large Army truck.  The two Boy Scouts and I then rode in my truck to 
the gate on Chinn Chapel Road, opened the gate with the key I had acquired from the Corps 
employee, drove on the trail next to Poindexter Creek and picked up the washing machine.  
Members of the Hickory Creek Hunt drove their pickup trucks on the trails on the north side 
of Hickory Creek and picked up trash. 
 
It would take several years of participation in the Lakeshore Clean-up program by the 
horsemen before all the major appliances, furniture, tires, vehicle parts, building materials 
and other major trash could be removed from the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers land in the 
Hickory Creek and Poindexter Creek areas. 
 
 

Lewisville Lake Master Plan 
 
A planner with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers requested my assistance with the 
preparation of the June 1985 Lewisville Lake Master Plan.  He asked me to draw existing 
and planned equestrian trail on an aerial photograph of the Hickory Creek and Poindexter 
Creek area he gave me.  I used a green pencil to draw existing equestrian trail, which we had 
marked with “Trail” signs or white dots, and a red pencil to draw existing equestrian trail 
which we had not marked.  On the aerial map of the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail in Sequence 
No. 7-22 in the June 1985 Lewisville Lake Master Plan, the green lines are called ‘existing 
trail’ and the red lines are called ‘future trail’. 

 
 

Pat Sullivan Picnic Area 
 
Long-time Town of Copper Canyon resident Pat Sullivan created and maintained an area 
adjacent to Poindexter Creek that was used for neighbor picnics, wildlife viewing, fishing, 
and boat launching.  Even though Pat was not a horseman, he was a good friend to the 
horsemen and would mow the equestrian trails adjoining the picnic area. 

 
 

FM 2499 and Old Alton Bridge 
 
In 1985, the Denton County Transportation Committee hired PAWA-Winkelmann and 
Assoc. Inc. to prepare a transportation plan for Denton County.  In order to link D-FW 
International Airport to Loop 288 in Denton, Texas an extension of FM 2499 through the 
Town of Copper Canyon was proposed.  Two alternative routes were considered for the road.  
The City of Highland Village wanted an eastern route for the road which would bisect the 
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Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail twice and cut off the access of the horseback riders who lived in 
Town of Copper Canyon to the trails along Hickory Creek.  I circulated petitions.  One 
petition stated: 
 

We, the undersigned, do not want the route for the proposed six lane FM 2499 
to be anywhere in the area north of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railroad tracks and east of the gravel road that crosses U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers land and Old Alton Bridge between Copper Canyon Road and FM 
2181 (Teasely Lane). 
 

A second petition stated: 
 

We, the undersigned, would prefer that the proposed FM 2499 be located west 
of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers land.  If this is not a feasible location, 
our next choice would be the following route which uses the existing county 
road easement through the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers land.  Starting at 
the intersection of Copper Canyon Road and the railroad tracks, proceed north 
along Copper Canyon Road on the existing county road easement through the 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers land crossing Hickory Creek north of the 
existing 19th century bridge to FM 2181.  When FM 2499 crosses U. S. Army 
Corps of Engineers land on the existing county road easement, we would like 
the road elevated so that a horse and mounted rider can easily pass underneath 
the road.  We would also like Old Alton Bridge left in place so that it may 
serve as a horse and foot crossing across Hickory Creek. 
 

At their Saturday December 6, 1985 meeting, the Copper Canyon Board of Aldermen passed 
a motion stating that they would prefer not to have FM 2499 pass through the town, but as an 
alternative, would support a southern and western alignment.  
 
When I told Gary McKean about Denton County’s plan, he told me members of Sierra Club 
were good fighters and they always gave the Corps a real hard time.  Taking his suggestion, I 
contacted Arthur Kuehne, Conservation Committee Chairman of the Dallas Regional Group 
of the Sierra Club.   
 
At the public hearing on the proposed Denton County Thoroughfare Plan on May 29, 1986, 
representatives of two North Texas chapters of the Sierra Club and many horsemen spoke 
against an eastern route for FM 2499 because of its effects on the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail 
and Pilot Knoll Park. 
 
Even though the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers also preferred the route for FM 2499 
outlined in the second petition, construction of FM 2499 began June 22, 2008 along the 
proposed eastern route and was completed October 30, 2010. 
 
Because the area horsemen always wanted Old Alton Bridge to be an equestrian crossing of 
Hickory Creek, I presented a copy of the second petition to Denton County Historical 
Commission on November 7, 1985 and requested that they nominate the bridge for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places.  Shortly thereafter, I received a letter confirming my 
appointment for active membership to the Denton County Historical Commission for a two- 
year term ending December 31, 1986.  Approval for listing the bridge in the Register was 
received in July 1988. 
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Old Alton Bridge is a Pratt-Truss bridge.  The Pratt-Truss bridge was invented and patented 
by Thomas Pratt, who began his engineering career with the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers during the Civil War.  The Pratt-Truss bridge is as important to modern bridge 
building as the Model T Ford is to the automobile industry and as significant to the taming of 
the west as barbed wire fencing.  Pratt-Truss bridges were mass-produced, prefabricated 
bridges that were used in the 19th century construction of the railroad across the western 
United States.  A bridge could be loaded on a railcar, taken to the end of the tracks and its 
assembly completed at the site.  Old Alton bridge was completed in 1884 and is the last 
surviving Pratt-Truss bridge in Denton County.   
 
 

The Man in the Middle 
 
Gary McKean left the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers for a job in Boston, Massachusetts.  
After the hiring and resignations of several other reservoir managers, the Corps finally 
decided to make A. J. Martin the Lewisville Lake manager. 
 
A. J. Martin’s solution to public relations problems was fencing.  If an adjacent property 
owner encroached on Corps property, A. J. built a fence.  If we rode our horses on private 
property, A. J. built a fence.  If we rode our horses in areas where horses were not allowed, 
A. J. fenced us out.  A. J. fenced us out of the camping and picnic areas in Pilot Knoll Park.  
But A. J. was sensitive to our needs.  When I told him barbed wire fence, hog wire fence and 
cable fencing could injure a horse but pipe fencing was safe, his fencing material became 
steel pipe.  We named this steel pipe fence A. J. Fence and the process of having the fence 
built as Being A. J. ed.  The fence building always put A. J. and the Corps of Engineers right 
in the middle of visitor/property owner and visitor/visitor conflicts.  But it solved the 
problems.  A lot of current conflicts could be resolved with  A. J. Fence.  A. J.’s trail is hard 
to follow. 
 
 

The Lewisville Lake and Ray Roberts Lake Information Exchange 
Committee 

 
After Congressman Tom Vandergriff narrowly lost re-election in 1984, Republican Dick 
Armey became our Congressman.  In order to improve communications between the U. S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and the communities surrounding Lewisville Lake and Ray 
Roberts Lake, Congressman Dick Armey formed the Lewisville Lake and Ray Roberts Lake 
Information Exchange Committee.  Town Secretary Barbara Krase contacted me to ask if I 
would serve on the Committee.  Alderman Butch Mallam and I became the Town of Copper 
Canyon’s representatives on the Committee in September of 1986.  Butch and I had an 
understanding.  If we both attended a Committee meeting, then Butch would report the 
meeting agenda to the Board of Aldermen.  If only I attended the Committee meeting, then I 
would attend a Board of Aldermen meeting and report on the agenda. 

 
 

Moving On 
 
Roselle and Dick Eranger decided to retire in Arizona.  Roselle still kept in contact with her 
friends in Texas.  One day she called me very upset.  Kathy Doran had been diagnosed with 
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cancer and the prognosis was not good.  She told me that Kathy’s greatest concern was not 
the cancer but the future of her two small children. 
 
Because development was limiting the land available for fox hunting, the Hickory Creek 
Hunt moved to Boyd, Texas in 1993. 
 
 

Annexation of Pilot Knoll Park 
 
When I moved to Copper Canyon, Pilot Knoll Park was in an unincorporated area.  In 1992, 
in order to help ease the way for FM 2499, the City of Highland Village tried to annex Pilot 
Knoll Park.  Louis Nunley circulated a petition protesting the annexation.  Copies of the 
petition, containing about 400 signatures, were sent to County officials, the Corps of 
Engineers, Congressman Dick Armey and President Bush. 
 
Louis, Gina Gray and Rick Douglas organized a march protesting the annexation of the park.  
Horses and riders and fishermen in pickup trucks pulling trailers containing fishing boats 
marched back and forth on Orchid Hill Lane between Chinn Chapel Road and the Pilot Knoll 
Park blocking traffic. 
 
The City of Highland Village temporarily suspended their annexation plans.  But in 1995 
they annexed Pilot Knoll Park  
 
 

Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails Association 
 
In 1993, after being flooded, the trails again needed to be re-blazed.  James Clark told me he 
could use his tractor to mow the trails if the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers would grant him 
permission.  I was feeling overwhelmed when I met Mary Jo Meece and a companion on the 
trails as I was riding.  I told them how discouraged I was.  A few days later Kathy Doran 
telephoned me with good news. 
 
She told me about a new equestrian organization which had been formed by a woman from 
California by the name of Linda Cummins.  The purpose of this new organization, which was 
named Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails Association, was to develop and maintain equestrian 
trails in the community and to promote trail safety and responsible trail use through 
membership and volunteerism.  Kathy told me that Linda had been involved with a similar 
equestrian organization in California and she had a lot of new ideas.  She gave me Linda’s 
telephone number.   
 
I telephoned Linda.  We scheduled a meeting with A. J. Martin and Ken Howell of the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers at the Lewisville project office on May 21, 1993.  At 
the meeting, Linda offered to have Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails Association enter into a 
written agreement with the Corps to maintain the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail.  This 
Agreement for Individual/Group Volunteer Services was finalized on June 28, 1993.  James 
Clark and I became Cross Timbers members.  Now James had permission to mow the trails.  
Cross Timbers’ first official work day at Lewisville Lake was October 2, 1993.  A group of 
twelve volunteers and twelve Denton County Community Service workers cleared debris and 
brush and trimmed trees.   
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All-Ways Plan 

 
On June 21, 1993, the Denton County All-Ways Task Force assembled to draw up an All-
Ways Plan.  Members of Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails Association contributed 
information to Denton County Commissioner Scott Armey’s office to assist with the 
preparation of the plan.  Criteria was developed to provide bicyclists, equestrians and 
pedestrians access to routes, lanes and trails.  Scenic, historic, greenbelt, rails-to-trails, and 
commuter routes attempted to connect all cities in Denton County.  The number of miles for 
bicycle lanes, routes and trails totaled 659.4 miles.  The number of miles for an equestrian 
trail, which connected the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail to equestrian trails on the north shore 
of Grapevine Lake, totaled 9.7 miles.   
 
County Commissioner Scott Armey and I made a joint presentation of Denton County’s 
comprehensive “All-Ways Plan” to the Lewisville Lake and Ray Roberts Lake Information 
Exchange Committee in the fall of 1993.  Commissioner Armey presented the bicycle lanes, 
routes and trails.  I presented the equestrian trails. 
 
 

The Recreation Partnerships Initiative 
 
As a member of the Lewisville Lake and Ray Roberts Lake Information Exchange 
Committee, I received a letter dated May 1, 1995 signed by Colonel Graf informing us that 
the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers planned to begin preparation of Environmental 
Assessments to support Reports of Availability for three public use areas which had been 
determined as suitable for a new U. S. Army Corps of Engineers program referred to as the 
Recreation Partnerships Initiative.  The letter further stated that this program was designed to 
increase the private sector role in providing public recreation opportunities and infrastructure 
at Corps of Engineers water projects at no additional cost to the Federal Government. 
 
I immediately telephoned the Corps.  Kevin McCarthy of the Corps disclosed that the three 
public use areas under consideration for this program were Bluebonnet Park at Bardwell 
Lake, Brockdale Park at Lavon Lake, and Pilot Knoll Park at Lewisville Lake.  A golf 
course, nature resort and campground were being considered for recreation development in 
the Environmental Assessment.  None of these recreation alternatives included the existing 
equestrian trails or the existing boat ramps.  I was told that, after completion of the 
Environmental Assessment, there would be a public comment period of thirty days and that 
Ron Pivonka would be the person receiving the comments. 
 
I immediately contacted the Dallas Morning News, the Denton Record Chronicle, the 
Lewisville News and the Lewisville Leader so they could include articles about the 
Recreation Partnerships Initiative in their newspapers and inform people when and where to 
send their comments. 
 
With the help of Copper Canyon newcomers, Lori Shearer and Karen Mangum, and Keep 
Highland Village Beautiful president, Irmgard Seidler, I began to organize opposition to the 
Recreation Partnerships Initiative.  Horseback riders, hikers, bird watchers, area scouting 
troops, nature enthusiasts and campers used the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail.  Fishermen and 
women used the trails and the boat ramps.  We received support from Cross Timbers 
Equestrian Trails Association, Saddlebritches, the Denton County Bass Club, Texas Black 
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Bass Unlimited, Black Bass Fishers Association, Keep Highland Village Beautiful, Beautify 
Flower Mound, the City of Highland Village, the Town of Copper Canyon, the Audubon 
Society, the Sierra Club and members of the Boy Scouts of America.  Everyone started 
writing letters to political representatives and circulating petitions. 
 
After Congressmen Dick Armey received a number of letters, his assistant, Shelby Hiser, 
telephoned me.  The Congressman wanted to meet with me and Town of Copper Canyon 
Mayor Tom Rogers.  Shelby then asked me if we would like anyone else to attend the 
meeting.  I asked her to invite Linda Cummins.  The people in attendance at the meeting 
were Colonel Peter T. Madsen, Fort Worth District Engineer, Kevin McCarthy and Ken 
Howell of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, Congressmen Dick Armey, Shelby 
Hiser, Mayor Tom Rogers, Linda Cummins and I.   
 
Mayor Rogers and I told the Congressman that Pilot Knoll Park contained two separate 
recreation areas that were physically separated by fencing.  One area was a natural area 
containing a horse trail named the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail.  This horse trail had been 
maintained since 1993 by Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails Association at no cost to the 
Federal Government under an agreement with the Corps of Engineers. The other area was a 
traditional recreation area with facilities for picnicking, camping and boating.  This 
developed area was managed by the Corps of Engineers.  We then told the Congressman that 
we would like to see the horse trails area removed from what the Corps of Engineers defines 
as Pilot Knoll Park and placed in the same land classification as the Pilot Knoll Equestrian 
Trail area in the undeveloped property surrounding Pilot Knoll Park.  We requested that this 
undeveloped land be removed from the Recreation Partnerships Initiative.  We further 
requested, that if this undeveloped Corps property was to be leased out, that the Town of 
Copper Canyon be given first right to lease the property with the intention of keeping it in a 
natural state for equestrian, hiking and nature activities. 
 
Mayor Rogers, Linda Cummins and I were able to convince the Congressman and the 
Colonel that the Recreation Partnerships Initiative objective of providing public recreation 
opportunities and infrastructure at Corps of Engineers water projects at no cost to the Federal 
Government was already being met by Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails’ management and 
maintenance of the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail, therefore, there was no reason to lease the 
horse trails area to a private sector developer. 
 
During the public comment period which ran from August 28, 1995 to September 27, 1995, 
the United States Army Corps of Engineers received nearly three hundred letters and 
petitions containing close to a thousand signatures opposing the Recreation Partnerships 
Initiative.  The Corps did not receive one letter in support of the program.  On Monday, 
January 29, 1996, officials of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth 
District announced that they had removed Pilot Knoll Park from further consideration for the 
Recreation Partnerships Initiative Program.  
  
 
Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail Easement and the Park and Trail Committee 

 
Within a twelve year period, we had been forced to wage war against the U. S. Army twice in 
order to save the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail.  We needed better protection for the trails. 
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During the Lewisville Lake and Ray Roberts Lake Information Exchange Committee 
meeting in the fall of 1995, in order to better protect the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail, Karen 
Mangum negotiated an agreement for an easement for public equestrian trail with Mike 
Ensch and Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Kuchar of the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers.  In order to grant the Town of Copper Canyon an easement, the Corps needed to 
know the location of the trails. 
 
Karen convinced the Town of Copper Canyon Board of Aldermen to enter into an easement 
agreement with the Corps and to hire Arthur Surveying Co., Inc. to prepare the Corps a legal 
description of the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail.  Karen then formed a Park and Trail 
Committee to work on obtaining the easement.  Karen was committee chairman, and Jeff 
Mangum, Karen’s husband, and I were the other committee members. 
  
Karen borrowed maps of the area from the Corps.  I obtained a scaled aerial photograph of 
the area.  I placed a piece of plastic over the black and white photograph and traced some of 
the trails in the area east of Old Alton Bridge and south of Hickory Creek with a marker.  In 
order to save money, I only traced the main trails.  We gave the maps and the plastic covered 
photograph to an Arthur Surveying Co. employee.  This employee used an autocad computer 
program to draw a map of the trails.  From this map, he wrote a legal description of the trails.  
 
The Town of Copper Canyon was granted a forty-foot wide easement for an equestrian trail 
by the Secretary of the Army on July 1, 1996 for a term of twenty-five years.  The easement 
document stated: 
 

The consideration for this easement shall be the construction, operation and 
maintenance of a public equestrian trail for the benefit of the United States 
and the general public. 
 

After the easement was obtained, Karen wanted to increase the number of people on the Park 
and Trail Committee.  Jeff Mangum had been appointed to a seat on the Town of Copper 
Canyon Board of Aldermen, so Karen invited Lori Shearer and Joe Chiles to become 
committee members.   
 
The Town of Copper Canyon then entered into an Agreement for Group Volunteer Services 
with Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails Association. 
 
 

The Dalhoma Trail 
 
In 1996, Linda Cummins invited me to a presentation of the Trinity Trails System by Bill 
Cotten of the United States Army Corps of Engineers.  The Trinity Trails System was the 
first study implementation project of the Upper Trinity River Feasibility Study, a regional 
planning effort authorized by Congress and initiated in 1990 to address flood damage 
reduction, water quality, environmental enhancement, recreation, and other allied purposes.  
The study was conducted by the Fort Worth District of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
with the North Central Texas Council of Governments serving as administrative agent for the 
fourteen participating cities, counties and special districts.   
 
The Trinity Trails Advisory Committee was established with the mission “to cause to be built 
a continuous public-access recreation corridor with multi-use trail along the Trinity River 
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Corridor in North Central Texas and northward to the Red River.”  In early 1996, the Trinity 
Trails Advisory Committee adopted a proposed alignment for most of the two-hundred and 
fifty-mile “spine” of the regional system.  The one hundred and twenty-five mile northward 
spine, named the Dalhoma Trail, was planned to extend along the Elm Fork to Lake 
Lewisville and Lake Ray Roberts, then along major highway and rail corridors to Lake 
Texoma at the Oklahoma border.  The corridor would be a continuous strip of land that could 
accommodate hike, bike, equestrian and/or nature trails. 
 
Because the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail would be better protected if it were part of a larger 
trail system, I set a goal of making it a part of the Dalhoma Trail.  And because horseback 
riding and bicycling are incompatible trail uses, I saw the Dalhoma Trail as two roughly 
parallel trails.  One trail would be a natural surface equestrian and hiking trail.  The other 
would be a paved surface bicycle, walking and jogging trail. 
 
 

The Tunnel of Trees 
 
Old Alton Road has a tree canopy which extends over the entire road.  The local residents 
call this road the “Tunnel of Trees”.  Denton County has a tree trimming device which rips 
trees apart.  In connection with a road improvement project, the County intended to use this 
device in the “Tunnel of Trees”.  I telephone County Commissioner Don Hill and 
complained.  He made the County use chain saws to trim these trees and the “Tunnel of 
Trees” was spared destruction.   

 
 

Lake Lewisville Steering Committee 
 

In 1994, the Town of Little Elm and the City of The Colony were interested in constructing 
two new marinas on Lewisville Lake.  A Marina Demand Study was conducted.  After the 
study was completed, a determination was made by the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers Fort Worth District Engineer that, even though there was enough demand for a 
new marina, that demand could be met by allowing expansion of existing marinas instead of 
creating a new one.  A five-year moratorium on construction of new marinas was established.  
As the moratorium on construction of new marinas drew to an end, the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers initiated an effort to facilitate a comprehensive Lake Use Study. 
 
At a Lewisville Lake and Ray Roberts Lake Information Exchange Committee meeting in the 
fall of 1997, the United States Army Corps of Engineers told the committee members about 
the study.  It would be a two phase study of Lewisville Lake.  Phase I would be a water-
related recreation use study and Phase II would be an environmental assessment of all 
planned construction projects for Lewisville Lake including, but not limited to, bridges 
spanning the lake, on and off water recreation facilities and utility lines.  The North Central 
Texas Council of Governments acting on behalf of participating governments and the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers would share the total study cost. 
 
I was told by the Corps that they wanted my participation.  According to them, I had been 
with them at the beginning of the Lewisville Lake and Ray Roberts Lake Information 
Exchange Committee and they wanted me with them now.  Jack Tidwell of the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments conducted several meetings to identify participants and 
participants’ share of the study costs.  My position was that the Town of Copper Canyon 
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needed to be included as a participant because, if they planned something we did not like, we 
were very capable of destroying the plan during the public comment period which followed 
the completion of the environmental assessment.  Doug Cox, United States Army Corps of 
Engineers Natural Resource Manager, told those assembled at one meeting that I headed a 
collation of user groups which not only got the Recreation Partnerships Initiative kicked out 
of Pilot Knoll Park, we got it kicked off the entire lake. When the Lake Lewisville Steering 
Committee was finally formed, it was decided the Town of Copper Canyon would be a 
participant for a cost contribution of two hundred dollars for each phase.  The total cost of 
both phases of the study was $327,392. 
 
In a letter dated July 1, 1998 to the Board of Aldermen, I stated that I would like to serve as 
the Town of Copper Canyon’s representation, with Alderman Butch Mallam as the alternate, 
at the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers meetings that would result in the revision of the June 
1985 Lewisville Lake Master Plan.  I told them I would like to see the following included in 
the revised Lewisville Lake Master Plan: 
 

1. The entire trail system a part of the Dalhoma Trail. 
2.  A new bridge parallel to Old Alton Bridge with a bicycle lane. 
3.  Old Alton Bridge converted to a pedestrian and equestrian bridge. 
4.  Bicycle route down Old Alton Road thru the “Tunnel of Trees”. 
5.  Bicycle trail parallel to railroad tracks from Old Alton Road to Hickory Creek Road. 
6.  Equestrian trail parallel to bicycle trail parallel to railroad tracks. 
7.  Additional equestrian trails. 

 
I added that if FM 2499 was included in the revised Master Plan, I would like to see 
equestrian underpasses under FM 2499 and a bicycle lane on FM 2499. 
 
The Lake Lewisville Steering Committee members were: 
 

1.  Copper Canyon-June Tyler, Parks Committee Member, with Alderman Butch 
Mallam as alternate 

2.  Dallas Water Utilities 
3.  Denton-Julie Smith, Environmental Compliance 
4.  Denton County-Commissioner Jeff Krueger with John Polster, Transportation 

Consultant, as alternate 
5.  Double Oak-Mayor Dick Cook 
6.  Frisco-Rick Wieland, Parks & Recreation Director  
7.  Hickory Creek-Michael Milisavljevich, Community Development 
8.  Highland Village-Randy Truesdell, Parks & Recreation Director 
9.  Lake Dallas-Stewart Fairburn, City Administrator 
10.  Lewisville-Fred Herring, Director, Parks Dept. 
11.  LLELA-Joe R. Snow, Director 
12.  Little Elm-Mayor Jim Pelley with Kathy Phillips, City Secretary, as alternate 
13.  North Texas Municipal Water District 
14.  Oak Point-Kent Goldsmith, Consultant 
15.  Shady Shores-Mayor Olive Stephens 
16.  The Colony-Mayor Mary Blair Watts 
17.  TNRCC-Mike Fishburn, Air Quality Planning 
18.  Upper Trinity Regional Water District 
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Other Contacts were: 
 

1.  North Central Texas Council of Governments-Jack Tidwell, Senior Environmental 
Planner, with Melanie Sattler, Environmental Planner, as alternate 

2.  United States Army Corps of Engineers-Doug Cox, Natural Resource Manager, with 
Ron Pivonka, Outdoor Recreation Planner as alternate 

 
I started working on the plan I named Additions to the June 1985 Lewisville Lake Master 
Plan for the Hickory Creek area, the Poindexter Creek area and Pilot Knoll Park.  Because 
horseback riding and bicycling are incompatible trail uses, I created a system of separate 
trails for horses and bicycles.  On a copy of the aerial map of the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail 
in Sequence No. 7-22 in the June 1985 Lewisville Lake Master Plan, I drew additional 
existing equestrian trails and a future mountain bike trail.  The mountain bike trail started at 
the intersection of the railroad tracks and Old Alton Road, then followed the railroad tracks 
north to the Corps property line and then followed the property line east to Old Alton Road.  
The mountain bike trail became a bicycle lane built beside Old Alton Road and then became 
the road through the “Tunnel of Trees”.  On a separate map, I drew an equestrian trail, which 
I named the Dalhoma Connecting Trail, which connected the equestrian trails on the north 
side of Hickory Creek to the City of Denton Rails to Trails.  
 
I then wrote a plan which included a written description of the trails and a written description 
of other facilities, some of which were: 
 

1. A new bridge for vehicles built next to Old Alton Bridge, so that the old bridge could 
be used solely by equestrians and pedestrians 

2. Bicycle lanes on and equestrian underpasses beneath FM 2499 
3. Equestrian step-over bars 
4. Benches 
5. Equestrian camp sites 

 
Joe Chiles had organized the effort to build a new bridge next to Old Alton Bridge, pave Old 
Alton Road and to restore Old Alton Bridge.  After restoration, Old Alton Bridge was 
rededicated for vehicle traffic.  At the rededication, Denton County Commissioner Don Hill 
and I discussed the possibility of a Denton County Park along Hickory Creek. 
 
At a meeting on Wednesday, August 26, 1998, Commissioner Hill and I planned a Denton 
County Park.  The County had men and equipment to build trails, parking lots and rest 
rooms.  It also had a sign shop in the County jail.  I added parking lots, rest rooms and signs 
to my written plan.  The County could enter into easement agreements with the U. S. Army 
Corps of Engineers for mountain bike trails and equestrian trails similar to the easement 
agreement for equestrian trails that the Town of Copper Canyon had with the Corps or a lease 
agreement with the Corps.  Commissioner Hill then met with the other County 
Commissioners for the purpose of gaining support for the plan.  
 
I presented the written plan and maps to the Board of Aldermen of the Town of Copper 
Canyon for their approval.  At their meeting on Monday, September 14, 1998, the Board of 
Aldermen approved the plan and instructed me to take the plan to the Corps.  On September 
16, 1998, Commissioner Hill telephoned to tell me that the County would support the plan 
and that they would go into negotiations with the Corps when possible.  Unfortunately, Don 
Hill lost re-election in November 1998. 
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Nancy Ustick of the Denton County Tree Collation called me to tell me that the equestrian 
trails on the United States Army Corps of Engineers land near the Town of Shady Shores 
were threatened by development.  I called Linda Cummins.  Linda was then president of 
Texas Equestrian Trail Riders Association.  She met with Jennifer Bell and some of the other 
riders of the Shady Shores trails and Don Wiese and Ken Howell of the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers for the purpose of entering into an Agreement for Individual/Group 
Volunteer Services between Texas Equestrian Trail Riders Association and the Corps for the 
maintenance and protection of the Shady Shores trails. 
 
In order for the Shady Shores equestrian trails to survive, they would need to be included in 
the June 1985 Lewisville Lake Master Plan.  The Town of Shady Shores agreed to sponsor 
the trails if they could become a member of the Lake Lewisville Steering Committee.  The 
problem was that Shady Shores did not levy property taxes and, therefore, could not make a 
cost-sharing contribution.  I presented the problem to the other steering committee members 
and asked if Shady Shores could become a committee member for a Phase II cost 
contribution of two hundred dollars.  Denton County Transportation Consultant John Polster 
offered to make a personal contribution of two hundred dollars so that Shady Shores could 
become a committee member.  Even though the gesture was very much appreciated and the 
other committee members probably agreed to give Shady Shores membership because of it, 
the two hundred dollars had already been raised by “passing the hat” at a Texas Equestrian 
Trail Riders Association meeting. 
       
Jennifer Bell prepared the Development Plan Proposal for Environmental Assessment and 
Modification of the Corps’ Lewisville Lake Master Plan for the Shady Shores Area 
November 1998 with was included in the Lewisville Lake Programmatic Environmental 
Assessment. 
 
In December 1998, Phase I of study was completed.  The recommendation was: 
 

Based on the analysis presented in this study, there would be no need for 
additional marina facilities development until the year 2008.  Additional boats 
on the lake could detrimentally affect the optimum carrying capacity of the 
lake, existing marina operator profits, resource protection, user enjoyment, 
and safety. 
 

The Steering Committee would now embark on Phase II which was the environmental 
assessment of planned development. 
 
I had a conversation with Steward Fairburn, City Manager of the City of Lake Dallas, about 
the location of the Dalhoma Trail in the fall of 1998.  Originally the Dalhoma Trail was to 
cross Lewisville Lake parallel to I35E on an abandoned railroad right-of-way.  The railroad, 
however, had chosen not to abandon this route and now the Trinity Trails Advisory 
Committee was seeking an alternative route for the Dalhoma Trail.  The City of Lake Dallas 
wanted to keep the existing rail line because they were interested in future light rail service to 
their community.  At the Steering Committee Meeting December 16, 1998, I stressed choices 
that affect Lewisville Lake should also be based upon each municipality’s vision of its own 
future needs and desires.  I pointed out that Lake Dallas would like to have light rail service 
as part of their future and that the Town of Copper Canyon would be a good location for the 
Dalhoma Spine Trail.  I stated that our seven miles of existing equestrian trail and our 
planned additional equestrian trails could serve this purpose.  I also mentioned a letter that I 
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had written Jack Tidwell on December 3, 1998 for the purpose of summarizing our 
discussions the day before.   
 
This letter contained a description of two alternative bicycle routes for the Dalhoma Trail 
which would be located on bicycle lanes to be built beside existing roads.  The first bicycle 
route would go west from I-35 along FM 407, then north along FM 2499 and then east along 
FM 2181 to the City of Denton Rails to Trails.  The second route would go further west 
along FM 407, go north on Hilltop Road, go east on Old Alton Road cross a new bridge then 
go east along FM 2181.   
 
Fred Herring, Director, Parks Department, Lewisville and Randy Truesdell, Parks & 
Recreation Director, Highland Village planned trails south of Poindexter Creek which would 
connect the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail to the Dalhoma Trail and which could also reroute 
the Dalhoma Trail from the Lewisville Lake crossing on the railroad right of way to a 
Lewisville Lake crossing on Old Alton Bridge. 
 
The thirty day public comment period for the Lewisville Lake Programmatic Environmental 
Assessment began on August 20, 1999.  Barbara Krase called me during the public comment 
period.  She and her neighbors were very upset about the twelve-story hotel and convention 
center which was planned for the land in back of their houses.  She asked me what to do.  I 
gave her the name and telephone number of the person to contact at the U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, who was Marcia Hackett.  I told her to get everyone concerned together to define 
the issues and set goals, then get the local media involved and start circulating petitions and 
writing letters to the Corps.  I then briefed Marcia.  I gave interviews to some local 
newspaper reporters who telephoned me. 
 
I called Marcia Hackett after the expiration of the public comment period.  She told me that 
most of the letters the Corps received during the public comment period concerned the hotel 
and convention center.  The Corps told the City of Lewisville that the problems with the 
adjacent property owners would have to be resolved before the hotel and convention center 
could be built.  The Corps had also received letters in support of the equestrian and bicycle 
trails.  The Corps executed a Finding of No Significant Impact for the Lewisville Lake 
Programmatic Environmental Assessment on September 30, 1999.   
 
To me the success of the Lake Lewisville Steering Committee was the fact that developer 
and conservationist sat down together and created a plan for a something-for-everyone lake.  
Although FM 2499 was not included in the Lewisville Lake Programmatic Environmental 
Assessment, it did include a new bridge over Lewisville Lake and new roadways for vehicles.  
It also included equestrian trails for horses and riders.  It included hotels for vacationers and 
protected wetlands for migrating birds. 
 
 

The Changing of the Guard 
 

A. J. Martin retired in the summer of 1998.  He was replaced by Don Wiese.  I resigned from 
the Park and Trail Committee on June 8, 1999.  I was replaced by Sylva Cohen.  My service 
with the Lake Lewisville Steering Committee ended on September 15, 1999.  Linda 
Cummins moved back to California in the fall of 1999.  Alanna Sommer became Cross 
Timbers Equestrian Trails Association president.  Butch Mallam lost re-election in May 
2000.  Larry Johnson became Alderman. 
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The Riderless Horse 
 
Kathy Doran 
 
Kathy Doran lost her battle with cancer on March 7, 1997.  The Catholic Church where the 
funeral service was held was filled with area horse riders.  After the service, we formed a 
procession to Flower Mound Cemetery where she was buried.  Kathy probably was one of 
the bravest people I have ever known.  She fought her battle with cancer for almost ten years 
so her small children would have a mother as they grew up.  Despite her disease she was 
always a supportive friend and Cross Timbers member.  And she never allowed her cancer to 
interfere with her riding.  After flooding, Kathy was generally one of the first riders to re-
blaze the trails.     
 
After her death, Linda Cummins decided to raise money to build a memorial to Kathy on the 
equestrian trails at Grapevine Lake.  Linda hoped to receive enough in donations from the 
area equestrians to purchase a bench and a simple plaque.  She collected enough money to 
purchase several benches and an elaborate plaque.  So Kathy has two memorials.  The 
elaborate plaque and several benches are at Grapevine Lake and a simple plaque and a bench 
are next to the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail at Lewisville Lake. 
 
After Kathy’s death, the spring rains flooded the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail along the 
lakeshore between the Chute and the horse trailer parking lot.  I was riding Raymond on this 
trail just after the flood waters receded thinking I was the one re-blazing this trail, when I 
noticed hoof prints in front of me.  I thought to myself, Kathy’s ghost has been here to re-
blaze the trail and I am following her path. 
   
 
Joan and James Clark 
 
Joan Clark died on January 16, 1998.  James Clark died on November 27, 1999.  Lori 
Shearer and I attended both funeral services at Chinn’s Chapel.  Both times the church was 
filled past capacity and people standing on the porch and lawn listened through the open 
front doorway to the pastor eulogizing first Joan and then James.  Both times we made our 
way across Chinn Chapel Road to the cemetery for the burials.  Lori Shearer best expressed 
our feelings when she wrote the following in “Memorial to a Friend” which appeared in the 
January 2000 addition of the Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails Association Newsletter.   
  

I wish to pause, sadly to announce the passing of a very dear friend, James 
Clark.  My heart is heavy as I feel with his passing comes an end to an era.  
As many of you know, James Clark mowed the Pilot Knoll Trailhead for 
many years.  Many times he did this without being asked or paid.  James’ 
genial personality and generous instincts will be missed not only by Cross 
Timbers Equestrian Trails Association, but by all who knew him.  He never 
dodged a responsibility nor refused to take on a hard job if it needed to be 
done. 
 
I, along with his many friends in CTETA, will miss him and feel a keen sense 
of loss in his passing.  May he enjoy his eternal rest and the rewards he has 
earned. 
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Uncle Sam Needs You 
 
The Lake Lewisville Steering Committee is the end of the trail for me.  But I have left you a 
good path to follow. 
 
All the equestrian trails are located on prime recreation development land.  It is up to you to 
keep this land natural.  So, join an organization which promotes and maintains trail.  Run for 
political office.  Volunteer to serve on a board or committee.  If someone organizes a trail 
clean-up, show up and work.  If you are asked to attend a meeting, show up and speak out.  If 
you are asked to write a letter, write it.  If you are asked to sign a petition, sign it.  It takes a 
village to save a trail. 
  
 

Retirement 
 
Both Billie and Raymond were old.  Raymond had spavin and Billie had developed articular 
ringbone in his coffin joint.  On February 6, 1999, the 1999 Southwestern Exposition & Livestock 
Show sponsored an Invitational Ranch Horse Show & Sale.  I purchased Daniel Forko, a six year old 
registered quarter horse bay gelding, at the sale.  Danny, as I named him, is a product of the 
Pitchfork Land and Cattle Company’s breeding program.  In January 1999, the American Quarter 
Horse Association and the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association honored the Pitchfork with the 
Best Remuda Award.  This award recognizes ranches that raise the best ranch horses. 
 
Billie, Raymond and I began the process of trying to help this young ranch horse adjust to suburban 
life as a trail horse.  Danny was afraid of things of man like motorcycles, travel trailers, trash cans 
and lawn sprinklers.   
 
I was riding Danny in the Chute in the early summer of 1999, when an adjacent property owner 
turned on a lawn sprinkler.  Danny panicked.  He jumped sideways and reared.  I was thrown and 
Danny ran away.  I found Danny and took him home.  I put Billie and Danny in my front yard with a 
lawn sprinkler.  When I turned it on, Danny snorted and jumped sideways.  Billie walked over to the 
lawn sprinkler and put his head in it.  He then rotated his body through the water.  There is nothing 
better than an cold shower on a hot day.  Danny watched Billie and the lawn sprinkler from a safe 
distance.  Danny is no longer afraid of lawn sprinklers.    
 
Danny has never been afraid of things of nature.  When a bobcat crossed the trail in front of us and 
when a surprised deer ran away from us, Danny’s pace never changed. 
 
Taking care of the trails had always been my job, so I never really got to enjoy the trails.  
Even since my service ended with the Lake Lewisville Steering Committee, I have enjoyed 
the trails.  In the future I plan to benefit from all my years of hard work by being a regular 
user of the Pilot Knoll Equestrian Trail.  So, I’ll see you on the trail. 
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